All About the FCAT Writing 2.0 Test

Agenda

· Sign In/Treats/Introduction: Please make sure to sign in
· What is the FCAT Writes Test/What does it measure?
· When is the test given and who takes it?
· Writing Activity
· Expository Writing and Narrative Writing
· How will my child be assessed?
· Questions/Answers
· St. Augustine Field Trip: May 16th and May 17th  
What is the FCAT Writing Assessment?
The Florida Writing Assessment is administered in grades 4, 8, and 10. The assessment is designed to measure students’ proficiency in writing responses to assigned topics within a designated testing period. The assessment of writing, by its nature, incorporates the assessment of higher order skills, since students are required to generate and develop the ideas that form the basis for their written responses.
What kind of prompt will my fourth grader(s) receive?

Students will be given an expository or a narrative prompt.  Everyone in the state of Florida will receive the same prompt the day of testing.

What is the highest score and what is the lowest score?

The highest score is a 6.0 and the lowest score is a 0.0 (unscoreable). The paper is scored by two different readers which is why students can receive a half score.
The scores that can be earned are:

0.0   0.5   1.0   1.5   2.0   2.5   3.0   3.5   4.0   4.5   5.0    5.5   6.0
How is my child being prepared for the writing assessment?

Writing instruction is taking place each day in your child’s classroom in all subject areas.  A variety of writing is taking place in order to develop a passion for writing.  All assignments and activities are modeled and discussed so all of the children have a strong foundation and understanding of the material being taught.   
Each type of writing is taught piece by piece to ensure student success.

When will my child take the FCAT Writing Assessment?
The FCAT Writing Assessment will take place on February 26, 2013
How much time will my child have to complete the writing test?
Students have 60 minutes to plan, write and edit a complete essay.

Expository Writing
· Key Words: Explain, write to explain, tell about and explain
· Components for Expository Writing:
· FOCUSED/ON TOPIC
· Four paragraphs (introduction, main idea 1, main idea 2, conclusion)
· Two strong main ideas
· 1 to 2 anecdotes for each main idea (anecdote = story)
· Vivid vocabulary
· Onomatopoeia words
· Figurative Language (similes, metaphors, personification)
· Transitional devices
· Descriptive writing…Show…Don’t Tell
Narrative Writing
· Key Words: Write to tell about; Tell a story; Tell about a time
· Components for Expository Writing:
· FOCUSED/ON TOPIC
· Beginning, Middle, and End
· Characters
· Setting
· Climax
· Dialogue
· Descriptive Writing
· Transitional devices
· Figurative Language (similes, metaphors, and personification)
· Vivid vocabulary
· Show…Don’t Tell
· Onomatopoeia words
Where can I get more information about the FCAT 2.0 Writing Assessment?
The Florida Department of Education has a great deal of information about the writing test.  They provide you with sample papers, how the papers are scored, rubrics, etc.  Please visit the following link to learn more:  http://fcat.fldoe.org/writing-prompts.asp
Writing Activity

Read each of the prompts below.  Please underline the key word or words that tell you what kind of prompt you have been given.

Prompt 1

Everyone has had a substitute teacher they have liked.

Think about a substitute teacher you have liked.

Now write to explain why you liked this substitute teacher.

Prompt 2

Everyone has a relative who is very kind.

Think about what one of your relatives does that is kind.

Now explain what this relative does that is so kind.

Prompt 3

Imagine that your teacher walks into your classroom, puts a bag down on her desk, and leaves the room.

Think about what happens when the bag begins to move.

Now write to tell about what happens when the bag begins to move.

Prompt 4

We all know what it is like to have a special time with a friend.

Think about what happened when you had a special time with a friend.

Now write to tell about what happened when you had a special time with a friend.

Prompt 5
Summer is a fabulous time of year.

Think about why summer is so fabulous.

Now explain why summer is fabulous.

Prompt 6
Imagine that you walked by a certain doorway every day, and it was always closed.
Think about what happened when the doorway was suddenly opened, and you walked through it.

Now write a story about what happened after you walked through that doorway.
Prompt 7
We have all heard that it is important to be a good reader. 
Think about why you think it is important to be a good reader. 
Write about and explain why you think it is important to be a good reader.
St. Augustine Field Trip Information

Field Trip Dates: Thursday, May 16, 2013 – Friday, May 17, 2013

Departure: Leave from school via Coach bus at 6:00AM on 5/16.

Arrival: Return to school via Coach bus at 11:30PM on 5/17

Hotel Information

-Students sleep 4 to a room. The rooms have to be teacher and parent approved.

-Security has been hired.
-Adult rooms are placed evenly throughout the floors.

-Students are given our room number and know where their chaperone is located.

Cost

Student Cost: $259 - $299 depending on number of students going.  Hotel, transportation, meals, attractions, St. Augustine tee-shirt, etc. are all covered with this payment.

Adult Cost: (ONLY City of Pembroke Pines Employees can chaperone): $325 - $365 depending on the number of students going

A $75 non-refundable deposit for all students and adults is due on or before November 20, 2012.
